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Cookie cutter? Eerie force uproots

by Hill Willlams
Imes science reporter

. mS::n‘ehow, in a way that baffles geologists,
A ssive chunk of earth has been plucked

@ remote plateau in North Central
Washington and put down, right side up, 73
feet away.

There is no evidence that humans had
anything to do with it. Neither are there
marks of machinery. The piece of carth,
which remained largely intact during its
move, is estimated 10 weigh at least three
tons.

“All we know for sure i1s that this puszle
piece of earth is 73 feet away lrom the hole i
came out of,” saild Greg W Behrens, a
eologist with the Bureau of Reclamation at

rand Coulee Dam

The displaced chunk is an irrepular pear
shape. 10 feet long and 7 feet wide. -lis
thickness varies from two feet at one end Lo
about 18 inches at the other

The shape and thickness of the puzzle
piece exactly match the hole that was lefi
behind.

The mystery site is next to a wheat field
on a farm operated by Fred Timm and his
sons. Two of the sons, Rick and Pete,
discovered the displaced earth on Oct 18
while riding i the area roundinp up cows

They believe the event occurred some-
time a?;er mid-September when they were
last there harvesting wheat

Adding a bit of intrigue is the fact that
there was a small earthquake in the area

during that monthlong period, at 8:24 p.m
Oct. 9. The quake, measured at 3.0 on the
Richter scale. was felt in towns in the area
but not at the Timm farmhouse a few miles
from the mystery site.

The University of Washington pinpointed
the quake's ¢picenter about 20 miles south-
west of the displaced earth, and about four
miles deep. But a UW scientist ruled out the
possibility that the quake somehow could
have popped out a piece of earth

“Very, very unhkely,” said Stephen D.
I7alone, a university geophysicist. Il the
carthquake had done that, 1t would be the
st dramatic and ohvions thing ever report
cd that I'm awanre of

The Tirms, excited by the discovery,
called Don Auberun, director of mming for
the Colville Indian Tribe. The mystery site 1s
on the Colville  reservaton an o OKanopan
County

“There had been quite a roar with the
earthquake.” Aubertin sind, “'so we wondeyed
1”7 perhaps a meteante frapment had impact
cd and nipped out a prece of earth.”

Aubertim asked Bill Urterbach, a gealopis
r2tained by the Colvilles, 1o visit the scene
Uiterbach’s inspection quickly nuled out the
meteorite possibility

“There was no sipn of mpact,” Aubertin
sad “The hole was not a crater. [t had
vertical walls and a fairly (lat bottom. It was
almost as though it had been cut out with a R
aat cookie cutter ™

But, Aulciim pointed out, even a “piant
cookie cutter” couldn’t have left the hole the
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UFO? Somesayyes!

UFO was hovering over the by-pass near
Cooper.

Are we being visited by space crafts? For
some residents around Cooper, the answer
is quite definitely - yes!

On  Wednesday, May 12, Reginald
Trotter, a farmer in the isolated area north
of Cooper. known as The Island, was
hauling some wood from a back field when
he noticed three holes in the ground which
were not there previously.

Holes in a farm field are not unusual, but
1t was the shape and size of these holes that
raised questions, said Mr. Trotter.

Each hole, said Mr. Trotter, was
triangular in shape, two approximately five
feet by five feet by five feet, and the third
about scven feet by seven feet by 10 feet.

Another thing which Mr. Trotter question-
ed was the sod itself. It was intact and each
triangle of sod was located about 21 feet
away from the holes.

Mr. Trotter telephoned the Canadian
Forces Base in Trenton who relayed the
call to the detachment of the provincial
police in Belleville, His inquiry was then
transferred to the Madoc detachment.

“This is the strangest thing | have ever
scen,'" said Mr. Trotter. “‘l don't know
how they could have been made,"" he said.

A constable from the Madoc detachment
went to Mr. Trotter's farm and
investigated the situation. An official of the
detachment said the holes were probably
caused by lightning hitting one of the trees
and transferring through the root system.
It then forced the soil up leaving the holl?(

Mr. Trotter disagreed with this hypottes-
15 saying lightning would not have redcted
in this fashion. /

He said he did not sce anything unusual
but does not rule out (h;lt‘ylc holes may
have been caused by a unidentified flyiing
object (UFO) \

Another area resident said she would not
be surprised if the holes wete caused by a
UFO. Mrs. Jack Dudgeon o™ Cooper, who
saw the holes, said there was o way'" a
man or a group of men could have made

thosc holes
The sod from ecach hole weighs 400 10\5%

pounds apiecc, she said.

Mrs. Dudgeon said she has been a flying
saucer in December for the first time. She
described it as being oval in shape and had

two rows of lights, one white and the other
red in color.

There were about 10 people who also saw
this UFO at the same time, she said. The
e,
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The second experience Mrs. Dudgeon

had concerning a UFO was about three
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ficlds which might have been made by a
UFO, he said.

pubhic, capital pumishnmient and urging the
raising of the lcgal drinking age.

Mrs. Fred Wellman, provincial board of
director of sub-division S, called the district
directors to the front. addressed them and
declared them duly ratified. She comment-
ed on the wonderful display of crafts
submitted by the various members. On
behalf of the FWIC. Mrs. Wellman
thanked the institutes for the gifts
submitted for sale. The profits from these
will go towards convention expenses.
She announced that a scholarship is to be
set up in memory of Helen McKercher,
director of the home economics branch.
Ontario ministry of agriculture and food.
who is retiring this year. and asked for
donations toward the fund. She had with
her a suggestion box for the Institute Hall
at Milton and requested some suggestions
be submitted. Several resolutions were
reported covering such topics as request-
ing legislation requiring pornographic
material be sold in sealed coverings and
prohibition of the use of credit cards in
grocery stores.

The Trent Valley Area President. Mrs.
Douglas Reid. was introduced by Mrs.
Francis Tobin. She reminded all of the
convention dates of November 3 and 4 to be
held in Picton, and pointed out that this is
the SOth anniversary of the area. In closing,
she read, "There is No Indispensable Man'.
The reports of the standing committee

Continucd on page 3

Twp minutes

A regular meeting of the Huntingdon
Township Council was held at the
Township Hall on Wednesday. May 12.

Applications from the Hastungs County
Land Division Committee were considered.
It was moved by Polleck and seconded by
Miller  “‘that the following applications
from the Hastings County Land Division
Committee be recommended for consent:
No. B2ll-7o. B220-76. B229-To and
B230-76." Carried.

It was moved by Pollock and seconded by
Miller: **That a by-law to stop up and sell a
portion of road allowance in Lot 11,
Concession 13, Township of Huntingdon be
given three readings. signed. sealed and
numbered 1070."" It was passed.

A letter from Anna Gorusa, resident of

Continued on page 7
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end District meeting

Trinity United Church here was the hub of

activity all day Thursday. May 20, when
over one hundred ladies met for the annual
meeting of the Hastings North District
Women's Institute.

Hart's-Riggs' WI was host branch and
served coffee and cookies during registra-
tion. A sing-song. led by Mrs. Allan
Franks. accompanied by Mrs. Allen
Ketcheson as pianist, opened the meeting
District President. Mrs. Max Burnside.
chaired the meeting. She called on Mrs
Albert Empey for an address of welcome.
The minutes of the last district annual and
correspondence were read by the secret-
ary, Mrs. Rex Rollins. Following the
auditor's report by Mrs. James Spry, Mrs
Burnside made a remarks. She
expressed sincere enjoyment in her visits
to the various branches in the District over
the past year and expressed regrets at not
inclement

few

getung to two of them due to
weather

Mrs. Burnside suggested wavs of making
the monthly meetings more interesung
These included having a “good old-fashion-
ed’ debate or a panel discussion or a guest
speaker i
After favoring with The
Good Citizen', the President went on to
encourage cevery WI member to send a
personal letter to the Premier and other
members of our government voicing strong
opposttion to such topies as abortion on
demand. violence in the media. the
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